
#Keinemehr

Ni una menos (Engl. not one less) started in 2015 as a collective of journalists, artists and 

activists who mobilized hundreds of thousands to protest against feminicides in Argentina. 

In view of the ongoing discussions, decentralized activities and media presence, the 

activist Verónica Gago says “But ni una menos is not just a collective, it is a virus that has 

penetrated society and is spreading more and more”.

The basis for this is a shared conviction of the fact that feminicides – i.e. the killing of 

women and girls due to their gender – result from the aggravation of patriarchal conditions, 

revealing a structural disadvantage of women worldwide. It is a view supported by various 

expert reports that show that women's risk of being exposed to violence will increase 

especially in traditional gender arrangements and in particular during and after separation 

and divorce. Scientists call it “the revenge of the offended machismo”, meaning violence 

against women by men is aimed at maintaining or re-establishing the gender hierarchy, 

which seems to become more difficult when looking at the increasing precariousness of 

masculinity.

Ni una menos wants to tackle the social conditions that make feminicides possible in the 

first place. Beyond that, many different experiences and consternations, feminist demands 

and struggles should be put in relation to each other and made more visible. Including 

sexualised assaults, as well as the lack of protection and widespread impunity by the state 

and the economic degradation of women.

The movement ni una menos has grown into a worldwide uprising of women. On March 

8th, 2017, activists from 62 countries, who are against feminicides came together in a 

Skype conference. Nobody from Germany attended the conference despite the fact that 

the Federal Criminal Police Office (BKA) had published figures on violence in partnerships 

only a few months earlier, which should have caused alarm. According to those statistics, 

131 women were killed by their (ex-)partners in 2015, with another 200 attempts, surviving 

due to pure luck. In 2016, the BKA talked about 149 completed and 208 attempted killings 

of women in heterosexual relationships. These figures did not include six cases of fatal 

injuries and one arson resulting in death, and not comprising the estimated number of 

attempted killings, which – according to women counselling centres – are rarely 

recognized and even less frequently reported. Further questions remain unanswered: 

What about the 69 women killed by family members? What about the 61 women who were 

killed and 47 who escaped but whose relationship with the perpetrator is recorded as 

unexplained? What about cases of so-called extended suicide, where the offender first kills 



his partner and then kills himself? More generally speaking, what happened to the 65 

percent of female victims of murder that did not clearly take place in a relationship? And 

which statistics include the number of murders of Trans*Women? The numbers don’t 

show, as they don’t refer to feminicide, the gender-related killing, simply because there is 

no social awareness.

This situation is exacerbated by media coverage, which—at most – talks about  “jealousy 

dramas” or “family tragedies”, terms that produce the image of bitter blows of fate with no 

structural causes, and which completely conceal the crime that has occurred. Only in the 

case of "honour killing", i.e. when a racist attribution is added, is the killing itself given 

linguistical expression. Likewise, the illustrations in the media coverage do not focus on 

the perpetrator but on the victim and therefore contribute to shifting the responsibility for 

the violence away from the perpetrator, with whom it rightly belongs, and toward the victim. 

As a result, women's murders are not only made invisible, but are also excused or played 

down by concealing their social consequences.

By taking a look at the implementation of the German penal code (Strafgesetzbuch, StGB) 

you can see to what extent the paragraph on murder (§ 211 StGB), which dates back to 

the Nazi era, contains the characteristic of base motives which require an overall 

assessment of all circumstances and thus a normative evaluation by the court. In 

judgments on the killing of intimate partners, it seems – according to an analysis by the 

legal scholar Ulrike Lembke – "almost arbitrary whether, in comparable constellations, the 

motives of the perpetrator are considered to be a denial of the right to life, ruthless 

selfishness, frustration, the will to punish, revenge or, vice versa, as concern for the 

welfare of the child, affect, despair, hopelessness, pain of separation"1. In the first case, 

base motives are acknowledged, which means murder and therefore a life imprisonment. 

But this is not true of the second case, which forsees a 5- to 15-year long imprisonment 

due to manslaughter. The German penal code even recognises a minor case of 

manslaughter if the perpetrator "is tempted to anger without his own fault by (...) a grave 

insult by the killed person" (§ 213 StGB). Nowadays, we would clearly categorise this as 

victim blaming. But to this day, the Munich Commentary on §213 of the German penal 

code says that this approach is legitimate "if the spouse justifies the admission of an 

intimate third-party relationship with detrimental allusions to the sexual potency of the 

betrayed person or even presents the new lover to him/her". We do not know to what 

extent this is taken into consideration by present-day judges, but legal staff work with this 

commentary on a daily basis.

1Das Recht des Stärkeren. Zur schwierigen dogmatischen Beziehung von Heimtückemord, Trennungstötung 
und Gewaltschutzgesetz, in: NK 3/2009, S.109-113.



However, the public and racist debate on "honour killings" has led to the situation in which 

they are seen as especially reprehensible and therefore fulfill the murder characteristic of 

lower motives.

In Germany, the debate on feminicides – the killing of women and girls based on their 

gender – as well as on their social backgrounds and contexts has yet to begin in earnest. 

A process of wide-ranging awareness raising needs to be developed before we can even 

think of feminist mass mobilization like in Argentina. The newly founded platform 

#keinemehr [engl: not one more] wants to start right there, collecting knowledge, spreading 

it and initiating a wider social debate. To this end, a conference was held in Berlin on 

November 11th, 2017 at which experts in the fields of statistics, media and criminal law 

were brought together to discuss possible demands and instruments. This will include 

developing guidelines for a sensitive news coverage and the generation of an image 

database, the collection of significant statistics and further research into feminicides, a 

reform of the paragraph on murder in the German penal code and raising the awareness 

of legal staff. A blog (Keinemehr.wordpress.com) is intended to summarize the information 

and serve as a database and a form of encouragement for all interested people and 

multipliers.

#keinemehr is not a fixed organization. Instead, it will serve as a foundational point of 

reference for a variety of feminist challenges to the patriarchal conditions that make 

feminicides possible. On November 25th, 2017, the international day for the elimination of 

violence against women, the demand for #keinemehr could be heard in various cities 

throughout Germany. Let’s hope it will be taken up all over the country and developed 

further.


